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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

This WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN, also known as the 

Plan, documents a vision for a regional shared-use trail 

system along the former Concord & Claremont  Railroad  

bed and the Contoocook Valley Railroad  bed. This plan 

defines a regional trail as a trail that provides shared-use, 

bicycle and pedestrian transportation and recreation 

opportunities, and connects communities to each other 

and to open spaces. The vision attempts to provide 

opportunity to connect any existing rail trails and to create 

a regional shared-use trail network along the former 

railroad beds. 

 

This PLAN was developed and assembled by the Central 

NH Regional Planning Commission (CNHRPC) after 

research and/or consultation with local community rail trail 

organizations, municipal groups, and snowmobile clubs. 

The PLAN consists of narrative descriptions of each known 

rail trail in Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Bradford, 

Henniker and Hopkinton in the West Central NH Region 

and includes a series of maps. The maps display 

envisioned trails, existing trails or concept trails. Because 

this is a planning document, ideas for future linkages 

along the former Concord & Claremont and the 

Contoocook  Valley railroad beds may often be posed for 

further consideration.  

 

An implementation table is provided that examines the  

known rail trail projects underway, planned projects, and 

potential projects based upon the narrative and map 

review discussions. 

 

THIS PLAN: 

 

 Describes the WEST CENTRAL 

RAIL TRAILS PLANõS purpose, 

vision, mission, and goals 

 Displays and describes a 

potential future regional rail 

trail network on two branches  

 Provides information and 

generalized maps on existing 

and envisioned rail trails 

 Identifies active trail groups in 

the West CNHRPC region with 

a known interest in rail trails 

 Recommends methods for 

continued coordination 

between trail groups and 

communities 

 Identifies future project 

recommendations to assist in 

implementation of the PLAN 

and to further the 

development of the West 

Central NH region network of 

rail trails with trails groups 

 Roughly outlines funding 

opportunities for trails  

 Recommends strategies for 

community involvement and 

support  
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Displayed in Figure 1 is the NH Department of Transportation Rail Trails in NH map. The West 

Central NH Region is indicated with a box and displays the area of focus for the WEST CENTRAL 

RAIL TRAILS PLAN 2018. 

 

Figure 1. Rail Trails in New Hampshire   
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NH DOT Rail Trails in NH Map, April 2017  
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1. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 

Purpose of the Plan  

The primary purpose of this PLAN is to document and formalize  known trails and shared use path 

projects along two former railroad corridors in the Central NH planning region, the Concord & 

Claremont rail line and the Contoocook Valley rail line. These trails are referred to as òRail Trailsó in 

this PLAN. A vision of a complete rail trail system across the western section of the Central NH 

Regional Planning Commission (CNHRPC) planning region can link together communities and open 

spaces, providing miles of recreational and active transportation opportunities . The municipalities of 

Concord, Hopkinton , Warner, Bradford, Henniker and Hillsborough have their own individual trail 

development and open space preferences, and generally work independently. By describing the 

current efforts of trails groups to connect the former rail lines through these communities, t his WEST 

CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN intends to foster a public vision for these trails and encourage making 

trail connections for  pedestrians and bicyclists along these two former railroad lines.  

 

Historical Concord & Claremont and Contoocook Valley Railroads 

NH Township and Railroad by Dodge, 1854 accessed by CNHRPC June 2018 
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In several of these towns, volunteers and community leaders are collaborating on the long work of 

assembling a continuous rail trail that connects their communities  through the Friends of the 

Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (FCLSRT) organization. This grassroots community effort to 

construct a 34-mile long Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  should be consistent with local 

municipal master plan overall goals and is also consistent with CNHRPC regional plans. An 

organization comprised volunteers from Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Bradford, Sutton and 

Newbury, the FCLSRT is currently working  to construct trail segments within each CNHRPC member 

communit y. This WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN intends to support the FCLSRTõs efforts and 

raise awareness of the activities being undertaken to help encourage the development of  this trail.  

 

There is currently no group to lead the charge on a Contoocook Valley Rail Trail , but this PLAN will 

endeavor to inspire common goals and benefits in such a recreational trail system that would 

connect to both the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  and the existing Hillsborough 

Recreatio nal Trail , a formal State rail trail.  

 

Visual representation is often the first enabling factor for beginning community discussions. To this 

end, the PLAN will map the existing and envisioned bicycle and pedestrian rail trails along both the 

Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  and a potential future  Contoocook Valley Rail Trail .  

http://concordlakesunapeerailtrail.com/
http://concordlakesunapeerailtrail.com/
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Background 

 
Over the past several years, a number of 

communities in the CNHRPC region have 

expressed interest in trails that connect people to 

the places they want to go. These trails are 

unique in that this i nterest in shared-use path 

type trails that can offer a wider range of possible 

uses than common hiking trails.  

 

The CNHRPC assisted with the coordination of 

communities in 2017 for the proposed Concord - 

Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  and began investigating 

the desire and potential for a similar trail along 

an abandoned railroad bed from Hopkinton to 

Hillsborough , coined as the potential 

Contoocook Valley Rail Trail , which leads to the 

existing Hillsborough Recreational  Trail  at the 

Hillsborough -Deering town line.  

 

The envisioned Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail 

Trail  (CLSRT) is successfully underway and led by 

a grassroots volunteer effort and 501c3 non-

profit organization , the Friends of the Concord ð 

Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (FCLSRT). In 2015, the 

CLSRT Economic Impact Study was completed to 

discuss both the estimated  costs of construction 

using state and local funding sources and the 

resulting economic benefits in the trails 

communities contributed by out -of-state visitors. 

Although a completed trail covering the entire 34 

miles is a large undertaking, the approach is to 

start with low-cost areas that have the highest 

visibility and greatest public support. The 

strategy for completion is to advance individual 

ACRONYMS IN THIS PLAN 

Many organizations, programs or other 

common names are referenced during 

discussions of rail trails within this document. 

Acronyms are frequently used to shorten the 

narrative. Following is a list of the most 

commonly referenced: 

 

  Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

  Central NH Regional Planning Commission 

(CNHRPC) 

  Concord ð Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (CLSRT),  a 

rail trail 

  ESRI (international supplier of geographic 

information system software, web GIS and 

geodatabase management applications) 

Friends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail 

(FCLSRT), non-profit organization  

  Federal Highway Association (FWHA) 

  Merrimack River Greenway Trail (MRGT) 

  NH Bureau of Trails (NHBOT)  

  NH Department of Environmental Services 

(NHDES) 

  NH Department of Natural and Cultural 

Resources (NHDNCR) 

  NH Department of Transportation (NHDOT) 

  NH Snowmobile Association (NHSA) 

  New England College (NEC) 

  New England Mountain Bike Association 

(NEMBA) 

  Open Space Trail System Plan (OSTS) 

  Society for the Protection of NH Forests 

(SPNHF) 

Transportation Alternative Program (TAP)  

US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

  US Department of Transportation Federal 

Highway Association (FWHA) 
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pieces of the trail that have independent utility  in each community, and over time link the pieces 

together to create a continuous trail. This strategy is being implemented in other parts of the State 

with success. The trail would begin at Pierce Manse near downtown Concord, and pass through 

Hopkinton, Warner, a sliver of Sutton, into Bradford, and end at Lake Sunapee in the Upper Valley 

Lake Sunapee region community of Newbury.  

 

The second potential trail of focus, the Contoocook Valley Rail Trail , is the southerly branch of the 

former railroad traveling from Contoocook Village in Hopkinton through Henniker and into 

Hillsborough. This branch connects to the existing Hillsborough Recreational Trail  in Deering, a rail 

trail managed by the NH Bureau of Trails (NHBOT) within the NH State Parks Division of the NH 

Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (NHDNRC). Without a local organization 

spearheading on the ground landowner discussions and coordinating the securement of  trail 

segments, this proposed rail trail has had limited progress to date. 

 

Project Working Group 

This PLAN describes the efforts of volunteers from the Friends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail 

Trail (FCLSRT) organization to help forge the discussion s on potential rail  trail segments in the 

CNHRPC communities of Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Sutton and Bradford as well as Newbury in 

the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Region. The group  has captained community conversations, engaged 

a multitude of landowners, and begin project construction on the ground  for certain sections of the 

Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail . As such, their work and findings are critical component to th is 

PLAN. The rail trail concept is less developed along the Contoocook Valley Rail Trail  through 

Hopkinton, Henniker and Hillsborough, where small working groups have been established to 

identify trail possibilities and begin discussing implementation.   

 

CNHRPC has met with groups from Henniker and Hillsborough to ascertain interest in potential rail 

trail development. In Hillsborough, an informal gr oup of Trails Enthusiasts has conducted site walks 

and a preliminary assessment of sections of the old rail corridor from Deering Center Road (NH 149) 

to Union Street. Further discussions with the Hillsborough Trails Enthusiasts will be needed to 

ascertain solid interest and commitment . The Henniker Trails Committee is re-organizing in summer 

2018 and will be focusing their efforts on mapping and making official their existing trails network. 

The group at this time is engaged on this significant project and  is focusing on these trails; rail trail 

potential could be introduced in the future .  

https://www.nhstateparks.org/about-us/Trails/default.aspx
http://www.nhstateparks.org/
http://dncr.nh.gov/
http://dncr.nh.gov/
http://www.uvlsrpc.org/
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Moving forward, the CNHRPC intends to offer assistance to these communities and the FCLSRT for 

continuation of the West Central rail trail network.   

 
Definition of òRail Trailó 
 
This PLANõS definition of a rail trail is multi -faceted due to the nature of New Hampshireõs 

abandoned railroad corridors. One type of rail trail  is constructed on the former railroad bed or 

within the former railroad corridor of the Concord &  Claremont or Contoocook Valley railroad 

right of way. The rail trails may be located within privately owned property, no longer in use by 

railroad companies. These types of shared-use rail trails are separated from motor vehicle traffic and 

serve transportation, recreation, and health purposes for users.  

 

A trail is considered regional in nature when it extends beyond town boundaries and connects 

communiti es to each other and the open spaces between them. Most existing and planned rail trails 

in the region are either constructed with compacted stone dust or are paved, and are typically 

intended to be universally accessible, constructed for ADA compliance. Trails of this character offer a 

unique experience and purpose because of their accessibility and shared, year-round uses of walking, 

bicycling, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and potentially other uses as deemed appropriate by 

landowners and the community. While Off-Highway Recreational Vehicle (OHRV) use may currently 

be allowed on some 

sections of the railroad 

grades in this study, the 

primary intent of this 

plan is for these trails to 

serve non-motorized 

users. These shared-use 

or rail trails are often 

constructed in a 

standardized fashion for 

bicycling and walking 

purposes. 

In some instances, the 

old railroad bed is 

unusable because it has 

Typical Non-Road Shared-Use Path or Rail Trail Cross Section from m-bike.org, 

accessed March 2018 
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been removed or built upon.  In these cases, the trail may be routed on low speed and low traffic 

streets.  

Study Area: West Central NH Rail Trails Network Vision Map 

Figure 2 displays the entire envisioned rail trails system within the WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS 

PLAN. The 34-mile long proposed Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  which is actively being 

pursued segment by segment spans from Concord to Hopkinton (Contoocook) to Lake Sunapee in 

Newbury outside of the CNHRPC region. The southwestern former railbed beginning in Hopkinton 

(Contoocook) and traveling through Henniker in to Hillsborough  to connect to the existing 

Hillsborough Recreational Trail  is the envisioned Contoocook Valley Rail Trail .   

Figure 2. Envisioned  West Central Rail Trail s Plan Branches

 

Map produced by CNHRPC, 2018 
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Public Input 

The basis for much of the WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN consists of input from the municipal 

Conservation Commissions, organized Trails Committees, informal trails enthusiast groups, and online 

research of existing rail trails located and potentially planned in each community. Substantial 

additional assistance and guidance for the PLAN was provided by the Friends of the Concord - Lake 

Sunapee Rail Trails (FCLSRT) organization based upon their project work. Additional valuable insights 

were provided by area snowmobile clubs, many of which actively use portions of former railbed in the 

winter.  

 

Hillsborough Trails Enthusiasts (2017 & 2018)  

After soliciting interest from residents and town officials, CNHRPC organized meeting and a site walk 

in fall 2017 to ascertain possibilities for connecting downtown Hillsborough with the established 

State of NH Hillsborough Recreational Trail . Although the volunteers have not yet taken steps to 

formalize their group, CNHRPC helped them assemble again in spring 2018 to discuss overall vision 

and next steps. The initial site walk generated a report and an online map with associated 

photographs which are available to support the groupõs efforts. The formation of a Trails Committee 

is a recommendation of the 2018 Hillsborough Master Plan update. 

 

Henniker Trails Committee 2018  

The Town of Henniker has an active Conservation Commission, many conservation and recreation-

based groups and official Committees. In summer 2018, the Town re-organized its municipal Trails 

Committee which has a purpose of developing an existing, comprehensive trail system map to help 

promote the Townõs economic and outdoor activities. The CNHRPC met with this group on several 

occasions with an offer to provide mapping assistance for their effort. The trails committee agreed 

on the value of incorporating  parts of the former Contoocook Valley railbed into the Townõs overall 

trail system and indents to pursue the initiative in the future. The committeeõs core purpose of 

developing a trail system map must take first priori ty.  

 

Friends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  (FCLSRT) 2017-2018 

CNHRPC assisted this organization with coordinating like -minded trails enthusiasts in the Regionõs 

communities, and provided help with mapping and grant applications. With a 34 -mile rail trail goal, 

http://www.henniker.org/general/page/trails-committee-1
http://www.henniker.org/general/page/trails-committee-1
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projects are prioritized to ensure each community ð Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Sutton, Bradford 

and Newbury- has a highly visible, low-cost rail trail segment constructed. FCLSRT Board members, 

representing these communities, provided much of the information for this PLAN that relates to the 

Concord - Lake Sunapee segment of the former Concord & Claremont  railroad and provided review 

and comment to ensure accuracy and appropriate trails branding . 

CNHRPC Full Commission Meeting June 2018  

CNHRPC staff presented the concept of the WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN at its annual Full 

Commission meeting with member communities in June 2018. A joint presentation was conducted as 

òThe Tale of Three Rail Trails,ó by Craig Tufts of the CNHRPC, Trustee of the Merrimack River 

Greenway Trail (presentation of the Northern Rail Trail); Greg Bakos, Trustee of the Merrimack River 

Greenway Trail, and Tim Blagden, President of the Board of Directors of the Friends of the Concord - 

Lake Sunapee Rail Trail. Local Board representatives from 16 Central NH Region communities were 

present and engaged the speakers with multiple, positive questions about projects. The PLAN was 

summarized in a later segment of the meeting and was well received. 

Merrimack River Gree nway Trail ( MRGT) 2017-2018+ 

Since a CNHRPC staff member is a voluntary Trustee of the Merrimack River Greenway Trail (MRGT), 

the group is being updated  on the PLANõS purpose, content, maps and activities at MRGT Board 

meetings and during Board members discussions. Opportunities for potential collaboration are being 

raised and will be incorporated into the  final WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN.  

 

West Central NH Snowm obile Clubs 2018  

Organized snowmobile clubs are already be maintaining winter trails on  portions of  the Concord & 

Claremont  and Contoocook Valley former railroad  bed network. With landowner agreements to 

utilize sections of private land for winter use, snowmobilers maintain trails, build bridges, take care of 

problematic trail users, listen to landowner concerns, fundraise, and have large membership bases to 

draw from. The New Hampshire Snowmobile Association is the stateõs independent association of 

incorporated clubs. In the Central NH Region, six known clubs are thought to be active in the railroad 

corridor vicinity  within  Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Bradford, Henniker and Hillsborough. CNHRPC 

has reached out to these clubs to inform the groups abou t the WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN 

and its purposes, to request locations of maintained snowmobile trails along railroad beds, and to 

ascertain opportunities for collaboration on year -round trail projects . The areaõs snowmobile clubs 

include: 

http://concordlakesunapeerailtrail.com/
http://cnhrpc.org/
http://cnhrpc.org/
https://www.merrimackrivergreenwaytrail.org/
https://nhsa.com/
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  Townline Trail Dusters Snowmobile Club   Concord, Penacook, Boscawen 

  Contoocook Snowmads Snowmobile Club   Contoocook, Hopkinton, Warner, Henniker 

  Kearsarge Trail Snails   Warner 

  Lake Sunapee Snowmobile Club   Bradford   

  Night Riders Snowmobile Club   Hillsborough 

  Henniker Trail Travelers   Henniker 

 

  

http://www.traildusters.snowclubs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Contoocook-Sno-Mads/100000652877242
https://kearsargetrailsnails.com/
http://lsscinc.org/
http://www.nightridersnh.com/home.html
http://www.hennikertrailtravelers.com/
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2. RAIL TRAIL SEGMENTS BY  

CNHRPC COMMUNITY  

Overview 

The vision of a continuous trail connecting Concord to 

Bradford -Newbury  and Contoocook Valley utilizing 

the existing rail trail corridor is plausible. Many segments 

of the former railbed have been used for years as 

snowmobile trails, there are some planned projects with 

landowner agreements secured, some projects are under 

construction, while others segments have been 

completed and are now being used as shared-use trails. 

There are also a number of potential projects on public 

lands. Known existing rail trail segments and potential 

future rail trail segments are described and mapped in 

this PLAN.  

 

Each local rail trail segment is a component  of a larger 

West Central NH trails network. For a community and its 

residents, their neighborhood  trails are often considered 

local trails of independent utility . Communities choose 

the name of their trail , such as Stevens Rail Trail  in 

Hopkinton or the Warner Rail Trail  in Warner, giving 

the trail  its local identi ty. This WEST CENTRAL RAIL 

TRAIL PLAN identifies these existing trails by name and 

also considers them sections of the envisioned Concord 

- Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  or Contoocook Valley Rail 

Trail . The PLAN attempts to bring a wider vision to the 

region, indicating possible locations where the local trail 

segments could be connected to a larger system.  

 

TRAIL DEVELOPMENT STAGES 

There are multiple stages of rail trail 

development over many years of effort 

discussed within this PLAN. This PLAN 

often refers to  this progression of trail 

development. 

 

A potential   trail segment is one that is 

only at the visioning level and does not 

yet have funding determined, nor does 

it yet have the landowner or community 

support needed to move forward.  

 

A proposed  or envisioned trail segment 

is one that a Trails Group is beginning 

to actively pursue behind the scenes 

with funding endeavors and landowner 

agreements. This stage is where a trail 

idea prospers or breaks down. 

 

A planned  trail is ready for the public 

to assist with fundraising, mapping, 

promotion. A planned trail  is far enough 

along to consider forthcoming success. 

 

An existing trail is one that is 

constructed and known by the 

community, as they are referred to 

being built prior to the development of 

the WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN. 

VISION 

LEGWORK 

BUILD 

ENJOY 
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For ease of explanation within this PLAN and for its mapping purposes, the potential or proposed rail 

trails listed here have been preliminarily named to begin the discussions on their  potential futures .  

Standardized Maps of the Plan 

A comprehensive set of 11óx17ó existing, envisioned, or concept trails maps have been developed to 

accompany the WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN, provid ing a visual representation of the 

narratives provided within this document. The maps are also shown as small images within the 

section descriptions to ensure an understanding of approximate existing trail, vision trail, and 

concept trail locations. The asterisked maps are important to the PLAN but do not follow the 

standardization of aerial photography base and developed by the CNHRPC specifically for this PLAN. 

*maps are not standardized 

Figure 1. Rail Trails in NH  * 

Figure 2. Envisioned West Central Rail Trails Plan Branches* 

Figure 3. Locus Map of Trail Segments  

Figure 4 .  Trail Segments Identified as being Used and Maintained by a local Snowmobile 

Club* 

Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (CLSRT) 

Figure 5. Concord: City of Concord Mast Yard State Forest Trails Map 1  (Trails Map) * 

Figure 6. Concord:  Fisherville to Carter Hill Road Segment (Vision Map) 

Figure 7. Concord:  Pierce Manse to Smokestack Center Segment (Vision Map) 

Figure 8. Concord/Hopkinton:  Mast Yard State Forest Trails (Trails Map) 

Figure 9. Hopkinton: Rails to Trails Conservancy- Stevens Rail Trail  (Trails Map) * 

Figure 10. Hopkinton/Contoocook:  Exit 7 to Spring Street Segment with Stevens Rail Trail (Vision Map) 

Figure 11. Warner:  Warner Rail Trail (Bagley Field Segment) (Trails Map)  

Figure 1 2. Warner:  Depot Street/West Joppa Segment (Trails Map) 

Figure 1 3. Warner:  Northern Bagley Extension (Vision Map) 

Figure 1 4. Warner:  Exit 8 Project (Vision Map) 

Figure 1 5. Warner:  Evans to Waterloo Road Segment  (Vision Map) * 

Figure 1 6. Warner:  Chemical Lane to Exit 9 Segment (Vision Map) * 

Figure 1 7. Bradford:  Tilly Wheeler Trail Extension (Trails Map) 

Contoocook Valley Rail Trail 
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Figure 1 8. Hopkinton/Henniker: USACE- Hopkinton Lake Snowmobile Trails  (Trails Map) * 

Figure 1 9. Hopkinton/ Contoocook:   Historic Railroad Alignments in Contoocook Village  (Vision Map) 

Figure 20. Hopkinton/Contoocook:  Intervale Road to Hopkinton Dam Segment (Vision Map) 

Figure 21. Hopkinton/Henniker:  Flood Control Area (Vision Map) 

Figure 2 2. Henniker: Downtown Henniker Historic Railroad Alignment  (Vision Map) 

Figure 2 3. Henniker:  Browns Way Class VI Road (Vision Map) 

Figure 2 4. Hillsborough:  Hillsborough Recreational Trail Ext ./  Brownfields Redevt (Concept Map) 

Figure 2 5. Hillsborough:  Dow ntown Trail Possibilities (Concept Map) 

 

 

Figures 5-25 map local trail projects along the rail bed corridors.  Figure 4  displays their locations across the 

region.    

 

Figure 4: Locus Map

 

Map produced by CNHRPC, 2018  
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Railroad Beds Utilized as Seasonal Snowmobile Trails  

Before the concept of the Concord to Lake Sunapee Rail Trail came about, snowmobile clubs 

organized themselves and established seasonal trail networks all over the state. Most of this trail 

usage is on privately owned property with agree ments, both verbal and formalized, to utilize land for 

this purpose. Snowmobile riders have used and maintained rail trails in several locations over the 

WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN area. The New Hampshire Snowmobile Association (NHSA) is 

comprised of independentl y incorporated snowmobile clubs.  More information on these clubs is 

provided on pages 8-9. 

 

Some existing snowmobile trail segments along railroad beds may be cooperatively converted into 

year round trail segments for bicycle and pedestrian use. The FCLSRT is trying to establish multi -use 

trails within these same corridors and to date, has succeeded in coordinating  with the Kearsarge Trail 

Snails on the Warner end of the Exit 7 to Spring Street Segment  and on the Depot Street/West 

Joppa Segment as well as partnering with the Lake Sunapee Snowmobile Club on the Tilly Wheeler 

Trail Extension in Bradford. Collaboration projects like these can be very successful and are 

beneficial for establishing year-round rail trail use. The following map roughly depicts the sections of 

the study are rail bed that are currently being used and maintained by local snowmobile clubs.   

 

Club perspective on the future potential trail projects along the Concord & Claremont and 

Contoocook Valley railroad lines are an important component to this community trail building effort. 

Continued outreach, communication, and collaboration between snowmobile clubs and non -

motorized trail enthusiasts is encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nhsa.com/
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Figure 4 . Trail Segments Identified as being used by Local Snowmobile Clubs  

 

Map produced by CNHRPC, 2018 
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Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail 

The Concord ð Lake Sunapee Rail Trail is an envisioned off-street rail trail for pedestrians and bicycles 

connecting downtown Concord to Lake Sunapee in Newbury. Discussed previously, the most actively 

established Trails Group in the West Central NH Region is the Friends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee 

Rail Trail organization. Offering representation and expertise from Newbury, Bradford, Sutton, 

Warner, Hopkinton, and Concord, the FCLSRT has an initial strategy of constructing at least one 

highly visible, low cost rail trail project within each community  on its path within the West Central 

CNHRPC Region. As of 2018, the regional rail trails network is just beginning to take shape, with the 

patchwork of local rail trail segments gradually being connected.  

 

FRIENDS OF THE CONCORD - LAKE SUNAPEE RAIL TRAILS (FCLSRT)  

The Friends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (FCLSRT) is the driving force behind most of the 

current rail trail activity in the West Central NH region, the focus of this Planõs study area. They get 

well-earned credit for many of the several constructed rail trail projects and proposed projects in this 

area. The group is organized and run by an active Board of Directors with representatives from 

Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Sutton and Newbury to determine priorities, and their membership 

helps the group work within these communities. Their goal is to build a scenic, family friendly 34-

mile bicycle and walking trail from Concord to Lake Sunapee using as much of the historic Concord 

& Cl aremont railroad as possible. The future trail is viewed as a òlinear parkó that takes people to 

larger conservation blocks along the way. 

 

 

Several successful projects have come to fruition under FCLSRT vision, and future projects for the 

next several years have already begun to take root. A 2015 Economic Impact Study by the NH 

Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (NHDNCR) was conducted for the FCLSRT which 

estimated the entire cost to build the 34 -mile rail trail and compared this cost to the positive 

economic gain from tourism. With the construction cost at just over $4m, 80% of its funding is 

http://concordlakesunapeerailtrail.com/
http://concordlakesunapeerailtrail.com/
http://concordlakesunapeerailtrail.com/


WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN 2018                          DRAFT 02-21-19 

 

 

PAGE 16         Concord ḪḪ Hopkinton ḪḪ Warner ḪḪ Bradford ḪḪ Henniker ḪḪ Hillsborough  

projected to come sources from outside the Merri mack and Sullivan Counties in which the CLSRT 

communities are located. Once built, over 100,000 people are estimated to use the trail annually. 

About 21,000 of these users are non-local visitors, each of whom spend an average of $88 daily 

(2014 estimates) which includes foot traffic to downtown areas. With out -of-town visitors staying for 

a half (½) day, the net non-local visitor spending in Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  communities 

is projected to be over $900,000 annually. With this additional tourism, about 20 new full time jobs 

are created. The Economic Impact Study concludes with case studies indicating positive impacts on 

property values as the result of the rail trails. 

 

Before the end of summer 2018, these two FCLSRT rail trail projects will be completed:  

 Contoocook (Hopkinton/Warner): Two (2) miles of rail trail construction from Spring Street 

in Contoocook Village to NH 103 in the Davisville section of Warner near Warner Road (Exit 7) 

connecting to the Stevens Rail Trail , to construct the Exit 7 to Spring Street Segment.   

 Bradford: Construct 0.75 mile trail from the Appleseed Restaurant to Main Street which 

includes a 70' bridge over the Lake Todd causeway to extend the existing Tilly Wheeler Trail to 

form the Tilly Wheeler Trail Extension .  

Future FCLSRT Projects 

With about 30 miles of rail trail to secure, there are many possible projects on the horizon for the 

FCLSRT. The FCLSRT has identified several projects to work on in 2019 to further the goal of the  

Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail . Sections of former rail in multiple communities have been 

identified as viable projects based on discussions and use agreements provided by landowners. 

Although grant funding i s not yet available for most of these projects, the FCLSRT will be applying 

for grants and continuing discussions with local governments and landowners, and will fundraise for 

many projects underway. CNHRPC may be able to provide planning support to some of these 

projects.  

 

A FCLSRT 2019 summer RTP project will be Concordõs Fisherville to Carter Hill Road Segment . This 

2.5 mile trail in West Concord follows the former railbed approximately parallel to Bog Road. The 

eastern end is comprised of neighborhoods while the western end is rural, ending at Carter Hill Road. 

The FCLSRT is applying for creative funding from multiple sources to bring this highly visible rail trail 

to Concord. The City and NH Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) permitting processes 

need to be navigated. 

 

https://www.des.nh.gov/
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Because visualization and promotion of the entire corridor is essential to the success of the FCLSRTõs 

mission, they intend to apply for, perhaps in 2020, the NHBOT RTP Type G Education grant but with a 

unique twist. The FCLSRT has qualified for ESRI's non-profit partner program and the group wants to 

create an ESRI Story Map of the corridor. ESRI Story Maps will let FCLSRT create geolocated stories 

organized by themes/subjects along the railroad corridor to enhance user experience.  

 

Stories are waiting to be told along the former railroad, including the locations and descriptions of 

historical mills and factories, railroad history and surrounding historical sites. Present day stories can 

include farmers market and eat local information, conservation information, wildlife habitat points of 

interest, flora and fauna examples, and more. The local Conservation Commissions, Historical 

Societies and a few local non-profits like Museums have collected these stories and many have an 

existing relationship with FCLSRT. A Story Map would be engaging to people seeking to walk or bike 

the trail segments, with the goal of encouraging further participation an d willingness to connect the 

entire former rail line from Concord & Claremont . The interactive map would work on smartphones 

as people recreate on the trails. 

  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en
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CONCORD 

In Concord, an extensive trails system is available for residents, workers and visitors alike for year-

round, non-motorized trail use. Managed by the Concord Conservation Commissionõs Trails 

Committee, the public trails are mapped with points of interest and historical notes that help provide 

an interpretive experience. The Cityõs entire trails system encompasses 

dozens of conservation land parcels with individual trails. City goals 

include protection of the Cityõs open space, forests, water resources and 

wildlife habitat while connecting the trails to one another for public 

recreation. As shown by the badge above, the local branding for trail 

segments improved by the CLSRT in Concord is simply the Concord ð 

Lake Sunapee Rail Trail . 

 

One section of the Cityõs trails network runs along the railroad grade in 

the Mast Yard State Forest over the Contoocook River, connecting from Hopkinton. Both 

communities use this map from the series of City Trails System Maps for hiking and bicycling.  While 

this section of the trail is great for walking and snowmobiling, there are sections where the surface is 

soft and difficult to bicycle on. FCLSRT plans to someday improve the trail surface as part in order to 

encourage a wider range of uses consistent with the greater Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  

vision. The existing Mast Yard Forest Trails , located within Concord and Hopkinton, are displayed in 

Figure 5. 

 

 

  

http://www.concordnh.gov/trails
http://www.concordnh.gov/trails
https://www.concordnh.gov/DocumentCenter/View/9051
http://www.concordnh.gov/index.aspx?nid=1033
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Figure 5. Concord:  City of Concord - Mast Yard State Forest Trails Map 1   

Trails Map by City of Concord, 8th Edition 

 

A section of the former railbed travels from 

northwest Concord at Mast Yard to Fisherville 

Road, then south along US 3 to the City proper. A 

network of  snowmobile trail s travels through the 

rural sections of the City and is maintained by the 

Townline Trail Dusters Snowmobile Club, the 

organization responsible for Heroõs Bridge over 

the Contoocook River.  

 

 

  

FCLSRT POSITION ON 

SNOWMOBILE USE  

FCLSRT easements with landowners are silent 

on the topic of snowmobile use.  The group 

asks each landowner if they want to allow 

snowmobiling.  If the landowner does want to 

allow snowmobiling and if there is a way to 

get snowmobiles on and off the property then 

the FCLSRT will work to support that use.  

When land owners do not want to allow 

snowmobiling on their property , FCLSRT will 

leave gates up in the winter and post usage 

signs stating  what modes are allowed.  

 

Information courtesy of the FCLSRT 

http://www.concordnh.gov/index.aspx?nid=1033
http://www.traildusters.snowclubs.com/
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Future Concord Projects  

The FCLSRT is working on a significant project on the horizon for possible funding by the 2019 RTP 

grant round. The proposed Fisherville to Carter Hill Road Segment section is 2.5 miles long and 

will bring a shared-use, year round recreational trail to West Concord connecting to the Fisherville 

Road neighborhoods in West Concord. The FCLSRT has the private easements signed for this 

segment and has entered into a license agreement with the City of Concord for use of City land 

along the proposed trail . The next steps include substantial public outreach in the abutting  

neighborhood s. These relationships are moving forward positively and the application for the RTP 

grant is ready to be written.  The success of this project will announce large-scale credibility of 

FCLSRT endeavors to those in Concord who are unfamiliar with the organization. The envisioned 

Fisherville to Carter Hill Road Segment is displayed in Figure 6. 

 

Figur e 6. Concord:  Fisherville to Carter Hill Road Segment (Vision Map)  

 

Vision Map by CNHRPC with FCLSRT Input, 2018 

 

  

http://www.concordnh.gov/
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The first, eastern-most segment of the proposed Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail  follows the 

Concord & Claremont railbed beginning at Pierce Manse in downtown Concord at Horseshoe Pond. 

From Pierce Manse, the next parcel is owned by PanAm Railways and the final parcel on this segment 

is owned by Smokestack Center. This 1.25 mile Pierce Manse to Smokestack Center Segment  

travels north from Pierce Manse parallel to US 3 to the Smokestack Center, a private commercial 

property. Discussions with all three of the landowners are underway. This potential projectõs 

envisioned rail trails map is provided in Figure 7. 

 

Figure 7. Concord :  Pierce Man se to Smokestack Center Segment (Vision Map)

 

Vision Map by CNHRPC with FCLSRT Input, 2018 
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PANAM RAILWAYS IN 

CONCORD 

In addition to owning several small parcels 

along the Concord & Claremont  line, 

PanAm owns a 6.63 mile corridor  leading 

from downtown Concord to the terminus of 

the Northern Rail Trail in Boscawen. This 

railroad stretch has been abandoned, 

presenting a rare opportunity for purchase.   

 

Another local rail trails organization, the 

Friends of the Merrimack River Greenway 

Trail (FMRGT), is pursuing options here for 

this lower elevation rail bed. The MRGT 

would like to make this connection from 

Horseshoe Pond to the existing Northern 

Rail Trail in Boscawen. This potential 

segment closely follows the Merrimack 

River and would bring the 50+ mile  

Northern Rail Trail  into downtown 

Concord.  

 

The Northern Rail Trail and Concord and 

Claremont have distinct trail advantages for 

users, with the CLSRT more appealing to 

pedestrians in an urban environment and 

the Northern  more appealing to bicyclists 

in a rural setting. Both groups are 

supportive of each otherõs efforts and 

should consider working together to build 

both corridors.  These two prospective trails 

meet at the eastern terminus of the CLSRT 

near Pierce Manse, creating a focal point 

for two trail systems of regional scale. 

Photo of Smokestack Center Railbed and Merrimack River (MRGT 

Planned Trail, accessed online June 2018 

http://northernrailtrail.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlrtz0hPnbAhXHslkKHTRDDOEQFghEMAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bmrrhs.org%2Fs%2FNorthern-Railroad-Main-Line-Abandonment-Notice.pdf&usg=AOvVaw297FTXl8aGQez9b9K-UDfi
https://www.merrimackrivergreenwaytrail.org/
https://www.merrimackrivergreenwaytrail.org/
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HOPKINTON (CONTOOCOOK) 

The Hopkinton Open Space Committee and Conservation Commission 

owns 24 properties totaling over 1,300 acres and has secured easements 

on other parcels. Trails have been constructed on over a dozen of these 

municipal locations. In addition to the Town resources, trails are located 

on privately held conservation lands, State forests such as Mast Yard 

State Forest and the federal recreation area, Elm Brook Park overseen by 

the US Army Corps of Engineers. On the town trails, unless otherwise 

noted, the hiking trails are available for non-motorized use including 

walking, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, and mountain biking via online hiking maps and the 

2010 Recreation Guidebook. Many Class VI roads are available for horses and some OHRV usage. 

The Hopkinton Village Greenway surrounds a section of US 4/202 at Briar Hill Road and contains the 

Kimball Pond Recreation Area and boat launch. A collection of Town parcels and easements are 

joined together by trails, trail heads and parking locations that comprise the Greenway.  

 

From Concord, the Mast Yard State Forest Trails  run through Hopkinton along the former railroad 

bed, then veers southeast back towards Concord (see Concordõs Mast Yard Trails Map Figure 3). 

The existing former rail bed is open to bicyclists and pedestrians as displayed in Figure 8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://hopkintonconservationland.org/
http://www.hopkinton-nh.gov/departments/recreation/local_hiking_trails_in_detail_(courtesy_of_eagle_scout_b_ehrmanntraut).php
http://www.hopkinton-nh.gov/-RecGuide.pdf
http://hopkintonconservationland.org/map-view
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Figure 8. Concord /Hopkinton:  Mast Yard State Forest Trails (Trails Map)  

 

Existing Map by CNHRPC, June 2018 

In Contoocook Village, the Open Space Committee and Conservation Commission and the local 

Contoocook Snowmads Snowmobile Club manage the former railroad bed, now multi -purpose 

Stevens Rail Trail , for about 1.25 miles. Beginning at the Krzyzaniak Lane parking area, the trail ends 

at the Warner town line. An alternate parking area is at Houston Fields behind the Library, following 

gravel roads and paths to Spring Street, for a longer jaunt. The Stevens Rail Trail  is described on the 

Hopkinton Open Space Committee and Conservation Commission website.  

 

This trail is convenient to Contoocook Village residents and runs near other trails. Closer to the 

Warner town line end of the rail  trail, the area is wet because of drainage issues and leads to the 

shoulder of I-89, currently requiring an out -and- back trip. In the winter, the trail is used and 

maintained by local snowmobilers. The Town does not have an online map (see Figure 9) available 

of the Stevens Rail Trail , although it is well described.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Contoocook-Sno-Mads/100000652877242
http://hopkintonconservationland.org/stevens-rail-trail
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Figure 9. Hopkinton: Rails to Trails Conservancy - Stevens Rail Trail (Trails Map)

 

Image Accessed on TrailLink.com of Rails to Trails Conservancy, June 2018 
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Extending from the Stevens Rail Trail , FCLSRT approached private landowners and business owners 

in Warner supporting a nearby snowmobile trail for permission to construct a shared-use rail trail to 

Exit 7. During construction in 2018, the trail will be slightly moved to reduce the impact on the 

wetlands, re-graded to be more rail-trail like, and resurfaced about for 2 miles of rail trail from Spring 

Street to Warner Road at NH 103. This new, wide compacted stone dust shared-use Exit 7 to Spring 

Street Segment (in Figure 10) will lengthen the Stevens Rail Trail  and will be available for year-

round use once completed.  

 

Figure 10. Hopkinton /Contoocook: Exit 7 to Spring Street Segment with  Stevens Rail Trail (Vision Map)  

 

Map by CNHRPC, June 2018 

 

The former Concord & Claremont railroad ran along what is now known as the historic Hopkinton 

Mast Yard State Forest through Hopkinton and Concord. Access to the trail is from the Broad Cove 

Road trailhead in Concord. About four miles in length, the straight rail trail travels over the 

Contoocook River on the NH Heroes Recreational Bridge, a pedestrian and snowmobile bridge. The 

west side of the trail travels south in a loop. See the prior  Figure 3 for the City of Concordõs Mast 

Yard State Forest Trails  Map from their publicly available trails map collection .  
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Future Hopkinton Projects  

Hopkinton has many miles of former rail running through the community. In Contoocook Village, the 

former corridor shadowed the Contoocook River into Concord. There are opportunities for linkages 

to connect to the Mast Yard State Forest, connecting Briar Hill Road with Contoocook Village and the 

historic Contoocook Railroad Bridge and 

Depot maintained by the Contoocook 

Riverway Association. The Depot is the 

terminus of the Contoocook Valley railroad, 

the location where both potential rail trails 

examined in this Plan connect. Additional 

projects will be examined in the Hopkinton 

section of this other potential rail trail.  

 

The FCSLRT is seeking an easement on the 

Town of Hopkinton -owned parcel in the Mast 

Yard State Forest to enable surface 

improvement from that parcel to Hero's 

Bridge, a possible 2020 project. This surface 

improvement will correct deteriorating 

conditions and provide pedestrians, bicyclists 

and snowmobilers with safe access across the 

bridge.   

 

  

   Hopkinton Skate Park on Park Avenue in Contoocook,  

Photo by CNHRPC 2010 

https://www.contoocookdepot.org/
https://www.contoocookdepot.org/
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WARNER 

Many Warner Conservation Commission reports and inventories have 

been completed, some of which include trails. There is no shortage of 

trails in Warner for any type of trails user. The local snowmobile club is the 

Kearsarge Trail Snails who oversees the winter use of certain trails for 

snowmobiling. The State of NH maintains trails within Rollins State Park 

on the south slope of Mount Kearsarge. The Rollins State Park trails 

comprise a section of the 75-mile loop trail of the Sunapee-Ragged 

Kearsarge Greenway, which connects the Sunapee, Winslow, Rollins and 

Wadleigh State Parks. 

 

Through the efforts of the Warner Parks and Recreation Department and the FCLSRT, the first 0.5 

mile section of the  Warner Rail Trail became operational in 2014. The trail was made possible by 

extensive community efforts and funding sources, including an Active Transportation Grant 

administered through HEAL-NH, private donations, a donation from the Nancy Sibley Wilkins Trust, 

support from Warner Parks and Recreation, and hundreds of hours of volunteer work. The former rail 

line required significant brush clearing, grade restoration, compacted stone dust, and gates. A 

ceremony was held celebrating the official opening of the Warner Rail Trail in September 2014, which 

is a popular shared-use trail with residents and visitors.  

 

  

http://www.warner.nh.us/departments.php?department=concom
https://kearsargetrailsnails.com/
http://www.srkg.com/
http://www.srkg.com/
http://www.warnerparksandrec.com/
http://www.warner.nh.us/railtrail
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Photos of Warner Rail Trail and Terminus, accessed on Warner Rail Trail Website June 2018 

 

Building upon this successful project, the same unified collaboration enabled the 0.3 mile compacted 

stone dust rail bed trail extension in 2017 onto a newly re-decked bridge over the Warner River. 

Together, the projects created the easy, flat, shared-use 0.8 mile Warner Rail Trail  located on NH 

103 between I-89 Exits 7 & 8 alongside the Warner River. The trail is wide enough to accommodate 

different trail users, travels over a solid re-decked bridge, and offers beautiful views of the Warner 

River and wildlife habitat. The trail is a dead end òlollipopó with only one public access point at this 

time. The Warner Rail Trail is displayed in Figure 11. 
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Figure 11. Warner:  Warner Rail Trail (Bagley Field Segment) (Trails Map)  

 

Existing Map by CNHRPC, June 2018 

 

Several trail segments currently comprise the Warner Rail Trail  or are envisioned as future trails. 

They are sometimes referenced individually within this PLAN:  

 

 Bagley Field Segment (existing) 

 Depot Street/West Joppa Segment (existing) 

 Northern B agley Extension (envisioned) 

 Evans to Waterloo Road Segment (envisioned) 

 Exit 8 Project  (envisioned)  
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About 2 miles northwest of Bagley Field, a separate 0.3 mile section of rail trail was constructed in 

2017 between Depot Street and West Joppa Road, ending near the Dalton Covered Bridge that 

crosses the Warner River. The accessibility to the Depot Street/West Joppa Segment is greater to 

downtown Warner and the trail is nearly parallel to the River. The Warner Library is in the process of 

arranging the creation of a Story Trail with an Eagle Scout to display picture books for young readers 

to enjoy while walking. This new segment is displayed in Figure 12. 

 

Figure 12. Warner :  Depot Street/West Joppa Segment (Trails Map)

 

Existing Map by CNHRPC, June 2018 

Future Warner Projects  

A shared goal of the Warner Parks and Recreation Department, Conservation Commission and the 

FCSLRT is to connect the  Warner Rail Trailõs Bagley Field Segment  and the Depot Street/West 

Joppa Segment in downtown Warner to one another. From Depot Street and Chemical Lane, it is 

desirable to develop a rail trail north to I-89 Exit 9. From the Bagley Field Segment , a connection 

along the old railbed could be pursued to Exit 7 in Davisville, to the Exit 7 to Spring Street 

Segment  extension of the Stevens Rail Trail  in Hopkinton.  The Exit 8 Project of the Warner Rail 

Trail  and the Evans to Waterloo Road Segment  at Exit 9 are projects on the horizon. 
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To connect the 1.75 mile stretch between the Bagley Field Segment  with the Depot Street/West 

Joppa Segment will be especially difficult because of a necessary I-89 crossing. A 9-acre riverfront 

parcel is being sold to the Conservation Commission by the State of New Hampshire at the Townõs 

request. This parcel contains a portion of the proposed trail, has railroad grade in the boundary, but 

then the railbed falls out of the parcel boundary into the I -89 limited access highway right of way.  

 

The FCLSRT sought options with the NH Department of Transportation ( NHDOT) and US Department 

of Transportation Federal Highway Administration (FWHA), inquiring whether an easement of 2,100 

feet could be purchased or a lot line could be adjusted and the resulting triangle of land sold to 

FCLSRT. The NHDOT has indicated willingness to modify  the right of way boundary by selling the 

property and this is presently in process for review. By late summer 2018, it is anticipated the Warner 

Conservation Commission will own the 9 acres and either the Town or FCLSRT would own the sliver 

of land. That would enable the Northern Bagley Extension from Bagley Field Bridge to the Exit 8 I-

89 southbound ramp as displayed in Figure 13.  

 

Figure 13. Warner:  Northern Bagley Extension (Vision Map)  

 

Vision Map by CNHRPC, June 2018 

https://www.nh.gov/dot/index.htm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/
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Exit 8 

It will be necessary to cross the interstate to enable connection of the Bagley Field Segment 

and a potential future  Northern Bagley Extension to access other rail trail segments in the 

Warner Village area. While the NHDOT prefers a transverse crossing of highways as a general 

rule, a site walk on a proposed route through the i nterstate was undertaken in 2013 with Warner 

Trails Enthusiasts, FWHA, NHDOT, Warner Conservation Commission, and others to review 

potential alternatives.  

 

The walk was conducted from the Bagley Field Segment  to the referenced 9-acre parcel. The 

route began by hiking underneath the I-89 southbound bridge  and into  in the median between 

the Warner River and northbound lanes. The group continued the site walk in the median until 

reaching the northbound lanes bridge over the Warner River. At that point , the proposed trail 

would be located under these interstate lanes and exit onto the railroad grade on a parcel where 

FCLSRT has obtained an easement and space for parking.  

 

For the Exit 8 Project  to be successful, a 0.75 mile trail would need to be constructed in the I-89 

median. This project may be eligible for TAP funding after the 2019 grant round and may require 

two phases to complete. The potential impact to the Warner River and the NH Department of 

Natural and Cultural Resources (NHDNCR) Natural Heritage concerns would need to be 

addressed. The project may be a good tie-in with the NHDES promotion programs for electric 

vehicle charging stations. The Exit 8 Project  area is depicted in Figure 14. 
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Figure 14. Exit 8 Project (Vision Map ) 

 

Vision Map by CNHRPC, June 2018 
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Exit 9 

An interesting opportunity is available where an existing bridge in northern N ew Hampshire 

meant for destruction could be repurposed in Warner to provide bicycle and pedestrian access 

over Stevens Brook at Exit 9. The bridge could be incorporated into a section of trail running 

from Evans Expressmart west over Stevens Brook, after which it would turn south and run parallel 

to I-89 toward the Warner River. The CNHRPC could be of assistance on multiple levels, from 

review for transportation safety, pre-engineering, cost estimates and helping the project move 

through the state and municipal requirements. Engineering ideas were sketched in 2018 for the 

Evans to Waterloo Road Segment . This project may be eligible for the September 2018 TAP 

round and is displayed in Figure  15. 

 

Figure 15. Warner:  Evans to Waterloo Road Segment  (Vision Map)  

 

Vision Map by FCLSRT Engineers, 2018 
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Another potential shared-use rail trail connection, the Chemical Lane to Exit 9 Segment , sought 

TAP funding in 2014 but was not selected for funding. This proposed segment also included the 

portion of the above project on the east side of I -89. This project starts at Evans Expressmart, 

crosses Stevens Brook and runs south towards the Warner River. At the River, this project needs 

another bridge to get across the River, staying on the east side of the Interstate. The trail 

segment then runs south a short distance where it encounters the old rail grade. From this point , 

the trail would run along the grade until it reaches either Wiley Lane , or with the benefit of 

another easement, it could continue on the grade directly to Chemical Lane. FCLSRT currently has 

one easement in place and plans to use the short road segment on Chemical Lane and Depot 

Street to connect to the existing Depot Street/West Joppa Segment . The Chemical Lane to 

Exit 9 Segment  trail project enables pedestrians and bicyclists to successfully navigate to Warner 

Village without using NH 103. Displayed in Figure 16 is the proposed project. 

 

Figure 16. Warner :  Chemical Lane to Exit 9 Segment (Vision Map)  

Vision Map from TAP Application Submitted by Town of Warner, May 2014 

  

 

 


