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EXECUTWESUMMARY

This WEST CENTRRAILTRAILS PLA&lso known as the
Plan,documents a vision for a regional shared-use trail
system along the former Concord & Claremont Railroad
bed and the Contoocook Valley Railroad bed. This plan
defines a regional trail as a trail that provides shared-use,
bicycle and pedestrian transportation and recreation
opportunities, and connects communities to each other
and to open spaces. The vision attempts to provide

oppo rtunity to connect any existing rail trails and to create
a regional shared-use trail network along the former

railroad beds.

This PLANwas developed and assembled by the Central
NH Regional Plaming Commission (CNHRPCHpfter
research and/or consultation with local community rail trail
organizations, municipal groups, and snowmobile clubs.
The PLANtonsists of narrative descriptions of each known
rail trail in Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Bradford,
Henniker and Hopkinton in the West Central NH Region
and includes a series of maps. The maps display
envisioned trails, existing trails or concept trails. Because
this is a planning document, ideas for future linkages
along the former Concord & Claremont and the
Contoocook Valley railroad beds may often be posed for

further consideration.

An implementation table is provided that examines the
known rail trail projects underway, planned projects, and
potential projects based upon the narrative and map

review discussions.
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THIS PLAN:

Describes the WEST CENTRAL
RAI L
vision, mission, and goals
Displays and describes a
potential future regional rail
trail network on two branches
Provides information and
generalized maps on existing
and envisioned rail trails
Identifies active trail groups in
the West CNHRPC region with
a known interest in rail trails
Recommends methods for
continued coordination
between trail groups and
communities

Identifies future project
recommendations to assist in
implementation of the PLAN
and to further the
development of the West
Central NH region network of
rail trails with trails groups
Roughly outlines funding
opportunities for trails
Remmmends strategies for
community involvement and

support

T R A purpése,P L A
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Displayed in Figure 1 is the NH Department of Transportation Rail Trailsin NH map. The West
Central NH Region is indicated with a box and displays the area of focus for the WEST CENTRAL
RAIL TRAILS PLAN&01

Figure 1. Rail Trails in New Hampshire
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1. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND

Purpose ofthe Plan

The primary purpose of this PLANs to document and formalize known trails and shared use path

projects along two former railroad corridors in the Central NH planning region, the Concord &

Claremont rail line and the Contoocook Valley railli ne. These trails are referr
this PLANA vision of a complete rail trail system acrossthe western section of the Central NH

Regional Planning Commission(CNHRPC)planning region can link together communities and open

spaces, providing miles of recreationaland active transportation opportunities . The municipalities of

Concord, Hopkinton , Warner, Bradford, Henniker and Hillsborough have their own individual trail

development and open space preferences,and generally work independently. By describing the

current efforts of trails groups to connect the former rail lines through these communities, t his WEST
CENTRARAILTRAILS PLAdtends to foster a public vision for these trails and encourage making
trail connections for pedestrians and bicyclistsalong these two former railroad lines.

Historical Concord & Claremont and Contoocook Valley Rallroads
NH Township and Railroad by Dodge, 1854 accessed by CNHRPC June 2018
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In severalof these towns, volunteers and community leaders are collaborating on the long work of

assembling a continuous rail trail that connects their communities through the Friends of the

Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail TrafFCLSR)lorganization. This grassroots community effort to

construct a 34-mile long Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail should be consistent with local

municipal master plan overall goals and is also consistent with CNHRPCregional plans. An

organization comprised volunteers from Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Bradford, Sutton and

Newbury, the FCLSRTs currently working to construct trail segments within each CNHRPCmember

community. ThisWEST CENTRRAILTRAILS PLAdtends to supportthe FCLSRGs ef f orts and

raise awareness of the activities being undertaken tohelp encourage the development of this trail.

There is currently no group to lead the charge on a Contoocook Valley Rail Trail, but this PLANwill
endeavor to inspire common goals and benefits in such a recreational trail system that would
connect to both the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail and the existing Hillsborough

Recreatio nal Trail , a formal State rail trail.
Visual representation is often the first enabling factor for beginning community discussions. To this

end, the PLANwill map the existing and envisionedbicycle and pedestrian rail trails along both the

Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail and a potential future Contoocook Valley Rail Trail.

PAGE2 Concord H HHopkinton H HWarner H H Bradford H H Henniker H H Hillsborough
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Background

Over the past several yearsa number of
communities in the CNHRPC region have
expressed interest in trails that connect people to
the places they want to go. Thesetrails are
unique in that this i nterest in shared-use path
type trails that can offer a wider range of possible

usesthan common hiking trails.

The CNHRPGassisted with the coordination of
communities in 2017 for the proposed Concord -
Lake Sunapee Rail Trail and began investigating
the desire and potential for a similar trail along
an abandoned railroad bed from Hopkinton to
Hillsborough, coined as the potential
Contoocook Valley Rail Trail, which leadsto the
existing Hillsborough Recreational Trail at the

Hillsborough -Deering town line.

The envisioned Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail
Trail (CLSRT])s successfullyunderway and led by
a grassroots volunteer effort and 501¢3 non-
profit organization , the Friends of the Concord o
Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (FCLSRT) 2015, the
CLSRT Economic Impact Study was completed to
discussboth the estimated costs of construction
using state and local funding sources and the
resulting economic benefits in the trails
communities contributed by out -of-state visitors.
Although a completed trail covering the entire 34
miles is alarge undertaking, the approach is to
start with low-cost areas that have the highest
visibility and greatest public support. The

strategy for completion is to advance individual
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ACRONYMS3N THIS PLAN

Many organizations, programs or other
common names are referenced during
discussions of rail trails within this document.
Acronyms are frequently used to shorten the
narrative. Following is a list of the most

commonly referenced:

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Central NH Regional Planning Commission
(CNHRPC)

Concord 6 Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (CLSRT,
rail trail

ESRI (international suppler of geographic
information system software, web GIS and
geodatabase management applications)

Friends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail
(FCLSRT), noprofit organization

Federal Highway Association EWHA)
Merrimack River Greenway Trail (MRGT)
NH Bureau of Trails (NHBOT)

NH Department of Environmental Services
(NHDES)

NH Department of Natural and Cultural
Resources (NHDNCR)

NH Department of Transportation (NHDOT)
NH Snowmobile Association (NHSA)
New England College (NEC)

New England Mountain Bike Association
(NEMBA)

Open Space Trail System Plan (OSTS)

Society for the Protection of NH Forests
(SPNHF)

Transportation Alternative Program (TAP)
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

US Department of Transportation Federal
Highway Association (FWHA)

Concord H H Hopkinton H H Warner H H Bradford H H Henniker H H Hillsborough
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pieces of the trail that have independent utility in each community, and over time link the pieces
together to create a continuous trail. This strategy is being implemented in other parts of the State
with success. The trdiwould begin at Pierce Mansenear downtown Concord, and pass through
Hopkinton, Warner, a sliver of Sutton, into Bradford, and end at Lake Sunapee in the Upper Valley
Lake Sunapee region community of Newbury.

The second potential trail of focus, the Contoocook Valley Rail Trail, is the southerly branch of the
former railroad traveling from Contoocook Village in Hopkinton through Henniker and into
Hillsborough. This branchconnects to the existing Hillsborough Recreational Trail in Deering, a rail
trail managed by the NH Bureau of Trails (NHBOT)within the NH State Parks Divisionof the NH
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources(NHDNRC) Without a local organization
spearheading on the ground landowner discussions and coordinating the securement of trail

segments, this proposed rail trail has had limited progress to date.

Project Working Group

This PLANdescribes the efforts of volunteers from the Friends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail
Trail (FCLSRYorganization to help forge the discussion s on potential rail trail segments in the
CNHRPC communities ofConcord, Hopkinton, Warner, Sutton and Bradford as well as Newbury in
the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee RegionThe group has captained community conversations, engaged
a multitude of landowners, and begin project construction on the ground for certain sections of the
Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail . As such,their work and findings are critical component to th is
PLANTherail trail concept is less developed along the Contoocook Valley Rail Trail through
Hopkinton, Henniker and Hillsborough, where small working groups have been established to

identify trail possibilities and begin discussing implementation.

CNHRPC has met withgroups from Henniker and Hillsborough to ascertain interest in potential rail
trail development. In Hillsborough, an informal gr oup of Trails Enthusiastshas conducted site walks
and a preliminary assessment of sections of the old rail corridor from Deering Center Road (NH 149)
to Union Street. Further discussions with the Hillsborough Trails Enthusiasts will beneeded to
ascertain solid interest and commitment . The Henniker Trails Committee is reorganizing in summer
2018 and will be focusing their efforts on mapping and making official their existing trails network.
The group at this time is engaged on this significant project and is focusing on these trails; rail trail

potential could be introduced in the future .
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Moving forward, the CNHRPC intends to offer assistance to these communities and theFCLSRTor

continuation of the West Central rail trail network.

Definitilonmmrafi | ®Rai

ThisP L A definition of a rail trailis multi-f acet ed due to the nature of New
abandoned railroad corridors. One type of rail trail is constructed on the former railroad bed or

within the former railroad corridor of the Concord & Claremont or Contoocook Valley railroad

right of way. Therail trails may be located within privately owned property, no longer in use by

railroad companies. Thesetypes of shared-use rail trails are separated from motor vehicle traffic and

serve transportation, recreation, and health purposes for users.

A trail is considered regional in nature when it extends beyond town boundaries and connects
communiti es to each other and the open spaces between them. Most existing and planned rail trails
in the region are either constructed with compacted stone dust or are paved, and are typically
intended to be universally accessible constructed for ADA compliance. Trails of this character offer a
unique experience and purpose because of thar accessibility and shared, yearround uses of walking,
bicycling, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and potentially other uses as deemed appropriate by
landowners and the community. While Off-Highway Recreational Vehicle (3HRV) use may currently

be allowed on some

sections of the railroad
grades in this study, the
primary intent of this
plan is for these trails to
serve non-motorized
users.These shared-use
or rail trails are often

constructed in a

standardized fashion for

1

bicycling and walking - ’

. T : .
purposes_ ! 5 Clearance 10" Paved Trail 5’ Clearance
. — o —
|n some |nstances1 the Selective Clearing and Grubbing
old railroad bed is Typical Non-Road SharedUse Path or Rail Trail Cross Section from rbike.oryg,
accessed March 2018

unusable because it has
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been removed or built upon. In these cases, the trail may berouted on low speed and low traffic

streets.

Study Area: West Centr&lH Rail TrailsNetwork Vision Map

Figure 2 displays the entire envisioned rail trails systemwithin the WEST CENTRAL RAAIOR
PLANThe 34-mile long proposed Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail which is actively being
pursued segment by segment spans from Concord to Hopkinton (Contoocook) to Lake Sunapee in
Newbury outside of the CNHRPC region The southwestern former railbed beginning in Hopkinton
(Contoocook) and traveling through Henniker into Hillsborough to connect to the existing
Hillsborough Recreational Trail is the envisioned Contoocook Valley Rail Trail .

Figure 2. Envisioned West Central Rail Trail s Plan Branches
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Public Input

The basis formuch of the WEST CENTRRIAILTRAILS PLAddnsists of input from the municipal
Conservation Commissions, organized Trails Committeesinformal trails enthusiast groups, and online
research of existing rail trails located and potentially planned in each community. Substantial
additional assistance and guidance for the PLANwas provided by the Friends of the Concord - Lake
Sunapee Rail Tras (FCLSR)organization based upon their project work. Additional valuable insights
were provided by area snowmobile clubs, many of which actively use portions of former railbed in the

winter.

Hillsborough Trails Enthusiasts (2017 & 2018)

After soliciting interest from residents and town officials, CNHRPCorganized meeting and a site walk

in fall 2017 to ascertain possibilities for connecting downtown Hillsborough with the established

State of NH Hillsborough Recreational Trail . Although the volunteers have not yet taken steps to

formalize their group, CNHRPC helped them assembé again in spring 2018 to discuss overall vision

and next steps. The initial site walk generated a report and an online map with associated

photographs which are avai |l abBbHe éormation ofaiTpis Comtmittékeh e gr o u |

is a recommendation of the 2018 Hillsborough Master Plan update.

Henniker Trails Committee 2018

The Town of Henniker has an active Conservation Commissionmany conservation and recreation-

based groups and official Committees. In summer 2018, the Town re-organized its municipal Trails

Committee which has a purpose of developing an existing, comprehensive trail system map to help

promote the Townds economic and outhidgrouponaeveral vi ti es.
occasionswith an offer to provide mapping assistance for their effort. The trails committee agreed

on the value of incorporating parts of the former Contoocook Valley r ai | bed i nt o at he Town
trail system and indents to pursue the initiative in the future. The committee & core purpose of

developing a trail system map must take first priority.

Friends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (FCLSR) 2017-2018

CNHRPC assisted this organization withcoordinating like -minded trails enthusiastsin t he Regi onds

communities, and provided help with mapping and grant applications. With a 34 -mile rail trail goal,
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projects are prioritized to ensure each community é Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Sutton, Bradford
and Newbury- has a highly visible, low-cost rail trail segment constructed. FCLSRBoard members,
representing these communities, provided much of the information for this PLANhat relates to the
Concord - Lake Sunapeesegment of the former Concord & Claremont railroad and provided review

and comment to ensure accuracyand appropriate trails branding .

CNHRPC Full Commission Meeting June 2018

CNHRPC staff presented theconcept of the WEST CENTRAL RAAITRPLAASL its annual Full

Commission meeting with member communities in June 2018. A joint presentation was conducted as

0The Tale of Three Rail Tr aTrustee obthegrrimack®iveg Tufts of
Greenway Trail(presentation of the Northern Rail Trail); Greg Bakos Trusteeof the Merrimack River

Greenway Trail] and Tim Blagden President of the Board of Directors of the Friends of the Concord -

Lake Sunapee Rail TrailLocal Board representatives from 16 Central NH Region communities were

present and engaged the speakers with multiple, positive questions about projects. The PLANwvas

summarized in a later segment of the meeting and was well received.

Merrimack River Gree nway Trail ( MRGT) 2017-2018+

Since aCNHRPC staff memberis a voluntary Trustee of the Merrimack River Greenway Trail(MRGT)
the group is being updated onthe P L A pufpdse, content, maps and activities at MRGT Board
meetings and during Board members discussions. Opportunities for potential collaboration are being
raised and will be incorporated into the final WEST CENTRAL RAAIORPLAN

West Central NH Snowm obile Clubs 2018

Organized snowmobile clubs are already be maintaining winter trails on portions of the Concord &

Claremont and Contoocook Valley former railroad bed network. With landowner agreements to

utilize sections of private land for winter use, snowmobilers maintain trails, build bridges, take care of

problematic trail users, listen to landowner concerns,fundraise, and have large membership bases to

draw from. The New Hampshire Snowmobile Associationi s t he st ateds independent
incorporated clubs. In the Central NH Region, six known clubs are thought to be active in the railroad

corridor vicinity within Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Bradford, Henniker and Hillsborough. CNHRPC

has reached out to these clubs to inform the groups about the WEST CENTRAL RAAIORPLAN

and its purposes, to request locations of maintained snowmobile trails along railroad beds, and to

ascertain opportunities for collaboration on year -round trail projects. Thea r e sn@snobile clubs

include:
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Townline Trail Dusters Snowmobile Club  Concord, Penacook, Boscawen

Contoocook Snowmads Snowmobile Club ~ Contoocook, Hopkinton, Warner, Henniker
Kearsarge Trail Snails Warner

Lake Sunapee Snowmobile Club Bradford
Night Riders Snowmobile Club  Hillsborough
Henniker Trail Travelers  Henniker
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2. RAIL TRAIL SEGVMENTSBY
CNHRPC COMMUNITY

Overview

The vision of a continuous trail connecting Concord to
Bradford -Newbury and Contoocook Valley utilizing
the existing rail trail corridor is plausible. Many segments
of the former railbed have been used for years as
snowmobile trails, there are some planned projects with
landowner agreements secured, some projects are under
construction, while others segments have been
completed and are now being used as shared-use trails.
There are also a number of potential projects on public
lands. Known existing rail trail segments and potential
future rail trail segments are described and mapped in
this PLAN

Eachlocal rail trail segment is acomponent of a larger
West Central NH trails network. For a community and its
residents, their neighborhood trails are often considered
local trails of independent utility . Communities choose
the name of their trail , such asStevens Rail Trail in
Hopkinton or the Warner Rail Trail in Warner, giving
the trail its local identity. ThisWEST CENTRAL RAIL
TRAIL PLAdEentifies these existing trails by name and
also considersthem sections of the envisioned Concord
- Lake Sunapee Rail Trail or Contoocook Valley Rail
Trail. The PLANattempts to bring a wider vision to the
region, indicating possible locations where the local trail

segments could be connected to a larger system.
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TRAIL DEVELOPMENRGES

There are multiple stages of rail trail
development over many years of effort
discussed within this PLAN ThisPLAN
often refers to this progression of trail

development.

A potential trail segment is one that is
only at the visioning level and does not
yet have funding determined, nor does
it yet have the landowner or community

support needed to move forward.

‘ VISION

A proposed or envisionedtrail segment

is one that a Trails Group is beginning
to actively pursue behind the scenes
with funding endeavors and landowner
agreements. This stage is where a trail
idea prospers or breaks down.

‘LE@X’X@RK

A planned trall is ready for e puoic

to assist with fundraising, mapping,
promotion. A planned trail is far enough
along to consider forthcoming success.

,‘ BUILD

An existing trail is one that is
constructed and known by the
community, as they are referred to
being built prior to the development of
the WEST CENTRAL RAIIATES PLAN

ENJOY

Concord H H Hopkinton H H Warner H H Bradford H H Henniker H H Hillsborough
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For ease of explanation within this PLANand for its mapping purposes, the potential or proposed rail

trails listed here have been preliminarily named to begin the discussions on their potential futures.
StandardizedViaps of the Plan

A compr ehensi v exissng,envisidnedlot concdpfirdils maps have been developedto

accompany the WEST CENTRAL RAAIORPLAI@roviding a visual representation of the

narratives provided within this document. The maps are also shown as small images within the

section descriptions to ensure an understanding of approximate existing trail, vision trail, and

concept trail locations. The asteiisked maps are important to the PLANout do not follow the

standardization of aerial photography base and developed by the CNHRPC specifically for thisPLAN
*maps are not standardized

Figure 1. Rail Trails in NH *

Figure 2. Envisioned West Central Rail Trails Plan Branches *

Figure 3. Locus Map of Trail Segments

Figure 4. Trail Segments Identified as being Used and Maintained by a local Snowmobile

Club*

Concord- Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (CLSRT)

Figure 5. Concord: City of Concord Mast Yard State Forest Trails Map 1 (Trails Map)*
Figure 6. Concord: Fisherville to Carter Hill Road Segment  (Vision Map)

Figure 7. Concord: Pierce Manse to Smokestack Center Segment (Vision Map)

Figure 8. Concord/Hopkinton: Mast Yard State Forest Trails (Trails Map)

Figure 9. Hopkinton: Rails to Trails Conservancy Stevens Rail Trail (Trails Map) *

Figure 10. Hopkinton/Contoocook: Exit 7 to Spring Street Segment with Stevens Rail Trail ~ (Vision Map)
Figure 11. Warner: Warner Rail Trail (Bagley Field Segment) (Trails Map)

Figure 12. Warner: Depot Street/West Joppa Segment (Trails Map)

Figure 13. Warner: Northern Bagley Extension (Vision Map)

Figure 14. Warner: Exit 8 Project (Vision Map)

Figure 15. Warner: Evans to Waterloo Road Segment  (Vision Map) *

Figure 16. Warner: Chemical Lane to Exit 9 Segment (Vision Map) *

Figure 17. Bradford: Tilly Wheeler Trail Extension (Trails Map)

Contoocook Valleyrail Trail
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Figure 18.
Figure 19.
Figure 20.
Figure 21.
Figure 22.
Figure 23.
Figure 24.
Figure 25.

Hopkinton/Henniker: USACE Hopkinton Lake Snowmobile Trails  (Trails Map)*

Hopkinton/ Contoocook: Historic Railroad Alignments in Contoocook Village (Vision Map)
Hopkinton/Contoocook: Intervale Road to Hopkinton Dam Segment  (Vision Map)
Hopkinton/Henniker: Flood Control Area (Vision Map)

Henniker: Downtown Henniker Historic Railroad Alignment (Vision Map)

Henniker: Browns Way Class VI Road (Vision Map)

Hillsborough: Hillsborough Recreational Trail Ext ./ Brownfields Redevt (Concept Map)
Hillsborough: Dow ntown Trail Possibilities (Concept Map)

Figures5-25 map local trail projects along the rail bed corridors. Figure 4 displays their locations across the

region.

Figure 4: Locus Map
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Railroad Beds Utilized as Seasonghowmobile Trails

Before the concept of the Concord to Lake Sunapee Rail Trail came about snowmobile clubs
organized themselves and established seasonal trail networks all over the state. Most of this trail
usage is on privately owned property with agree ments, both verbal and formalized, to utilize land for
this purpose. Snowmobile riders have used and maintained rail trails in several locations overthe
WEST CENTRAL RAAIORPLABArea. The New Hampshire Snowmobile Association (NHSA)is
comprised of independently incorporated snowmobile clubs. More information on these clubs is

provided on pages 8-9.

Some existing snowmobile trail segments along railroad beds may be cooperatively converted into
year round trail segments for bicycle and pedestrian use. The FCLSRTTs trying to establish multi -use
trails within these same corridors and to date, has succeeded incoordinating with the Kearsarge Trail
Snails on the Warner end of the Exit 7 to Spring Street Segment and on the Depot Street/West
Joppa Segment as well as partnering with the Lake Sunapee Snowmobile Clubon the Tilly Wheeler
Trail Extension in Bradford. Collaboration projects like these can be very successful andare
beneficial for establishing year-round rail trail use. The following map roughly depicts the sections of

the study are rail bed that are currently being used and maintained by local snowmobile clubs.

Club perspective on the future potential trail projects along the Concord & Claremont and
Contoocook Valley railroad lines are an important component to this community trail building effort.
Continued outreach, communication, and collaboration between snowmobile clubs and non -

motorized trail enthusiasts is encouraged.
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Figure 4. Trail Segments Identified as being used by Local Snowmobile Clubs

~|Trail Segments Identified as
‘| being Used and Maintained
| by a Local Snowmobile Club

I s\ i
\ Boscawen &Y

Legend

——— Snowmobile Use

e Trail Corridors

Map produced by CNHRPC, 2018
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Concord- Lake Sunapee Rail Tralil

The Concord & Lake Sunapee Rail Trail is an envisioned offtreet rail trail for pedestrians and bicycles
connecting downtown Concord to Lake Sunapee in Newbury.Discussed previously, he most actively
established Trails Group in the West Central NH Region is theFriends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee
Rail Trailorganization. Offering representation and expertise from Newbury, Bradford, Sutton,
Warner, Hopkinton, and Concord, the FCLSRTas an initial strategy of constructing at least one
highly visible, low cost rail trail project within each community on its path within the West Central
CNHRPC RegionAs of 2018, the regional rail trails network is just beginning to take shape, with the
patchwork of local rail trail segments gradually being connected.

FRIENDS OF THE CONCORAKE SUNAPEE RAIL TRAULSRT)

The Friends of the Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail (FCLSRi§)the driving force behind most of the

current rail trail activity in the Wyada Theygget r al N H
well-earned credit for many of the several constructed rail trail projects and proposed projects in this

area. The group is organized and run by an active Board of Directors with representatives from

Concord, Hopkinton, Warner, Sutton and Newbury to determine priorities, and their membership

helps the group work within these communities. Their goal is to build a scenic, family friendly 34 -

mile bicycle and walking trail from Concord to Lake Sunapee using as much of the historic Concord
&Claremont r ai |l road as possible. The future trail is Vi

larger conservation blocks along the way.

OJ?O

Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail

Severalsuccessful projects have come to fruition under FCLSRT vision, and future projects for the
next several years have already begun to take root. A 2015 Economic Impact Study by the NH
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (NHDNCR) was conducted for he FCLSRT which
estimated the entire cost to build the 34 -mile rail trail and compared this cost to the positive

economic gain from tourism. With the construction cost at just over $4m, 80% of its funding is
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projected to come sources from outside the Merri mack and Sullivan Counties in which the CLSRT
communities are located. Once built, over 100,000 people are estimated to use the trail annually.
About 21,000 of these users are nonlocal visitors, each of whom spend an average of $88 daily
(2014 estimates)which includes foot traffic to downtown areas. With out -of-town visitors staying for
a half (¥2) day, the net non-local visitor spending in Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail communities
is projected to be over $900,000 annually. With this additional tourism, about 20 new full time jobs
are created. The Economic Impact Study concludes with case studies indicating positive impacts on

property values as the result of the rail trails.

Before the end of summer 2018, these two FCLSRT rail trail projects will be completed:

Contoocook (Hopkinton/Warner):  Two (2) miles of rail trail construction from Spring Street
in Contoocook Village to NH 103 in the Davisville section of Warner near Warner Road (Exit 7)
connecting to the Stevens Rail Trail, to construct the Exit 7 to Spring Street Segment.
Bradford: Construct 0.75 mile trail from the Appleseed Restaurant to Main Street which
includes a 70' bridge over the Lake Todd causeway to extad the existing Tilly Wheeler Trail to
form the Tilly Wheeler Trail Extension .

Future FCLSRT Projects

With about 30 miles of rail trail to secure, there are many possible projects on the horizon for the
FCLSRT. The FCLSRT has identified several projeatsastork on in 2019 to further the goal of the
Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail . Sections of former rail in multiple communities have been
identified as viable projects based on discussions and use agreements provided by landowners.
Although grant funding i s not yet available for most of these projects, the FCLSRT will be applying
for grants and continuing discussions with local governments and landowners, and will fundraise for
many projects underway. CNHRPC may be able to provide planning support to some d these

projects.

A FCLSRT 2019 summer RT PFisparvilg teCatter hlli Rbdd SemreentC oThi€ or d 0 s
2.5 mile trail in West Concord follows the former railbed approximately parallel to Bog Road. The

eastern end is comprised of neighborhoods while the western end is rural, ending at Carter Hill Road.

The FCLSRT is applying for creative funding from multiple sources to bring this highly visible rail trail

to Concord. The City andNH Department of Environmental Services (NHDESpermitting processes

need to be navigated.
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Because visualization and promotion of the entire coc
mission, they intend to apply for, perhaps in 2020, the NHBOT RTP Type G Education gnt but with a

unique twist. The FCLSRT has qualified for ESRI's neprofit partner program and the group wants to

create an ESRI Story Mapof the corridor. ESRI Story Maps will let FCLSRT create geolocatedaries

organized by themes/subjects along the railroad corridor to enhance user experience.

Stories are waiting to be told along the former railroad, including the locations and descriptions of
historical mills and factories, railroad history and surrounding historical sites. Present day stories can
include farmers market and eat local information, conservation information, wildlife habitat points of
interest, flora and fauna examples, and more. The local Conservation Commissions, Historical
Societies anda few local non-profits like Museums have collected these stories and many have an
existing relationship with FCLSRT. A Story Map would be engaging to people seeking to walk or bike
the trail segments, with the goal of encouraging further participation an d willingness to connect the
entire former rail line from Concord & Claremont . The interactive map would work on smartphones

as people recreate on the trails.
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CONCORD

In Concord, an extensive trails system is available for residents, workers and visitors alikéor year-

round, non-motorized trail use. Managed bythe Concor d Conservation Commi ssi o
Committee, the public trails are mapped with points of interest and historical notes that help provide

an interpretive experience. TheC i t entiiestrails system encompasses

dozens of conservation land parcels with individual trails. City goals

include protectionoftheCi t yds open space, forests, w
wildlife habitat while connecting the trails to one another for public

recreation. As shown by the badge above, the local branding for trail

CO"C‘J’%"-_?'T‘G iunapee segments improved by the CLSRT in Concord is simply theConcord 8
all lral

Lake Sunapee Rail Trail .

One section of the Cityds trailins networ K
the Mast Yard State Forestover the Contoocook River, connecting from Hopkinton. Both
communities use this map from the series of City Trails System Maps for hiking and bicycling. While
this section of the trail is great for walking and snowmobiling, there are sections where the surface is
soft and difficult to bicycle on. FCLSRplans to someday improve the trail surface as part in order to
encourage a wider range of uses consistent with the greater Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trall
vision. The existing Mast Yard Forest Trails , located within Concord and Hopkinton, are displayed in

Figure 5.
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Figure 5. Concord: City of Concord - Mast Yard State Forest Trails Map 1
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Trails Map by City of Concord, 8" Edition

A section of the former railbed travels from

northwest Concord at Mast Yard to Fisherville FCLSRPOSITION ON

Road, then south along US 3 to the City proper. A SNOWMOBILE USE
network of snowmobile trail s travels through the FCLSRT easements with landowners are silent
rural sections of the City and is maintained by the on the topic of snowmobile use. The group
Townline Trail Dusters Snowmobile Cluh the asks each landowner if they want to allow

organizationr esponsi bl e for H snowmobiling. If the landowner does want to
the Contoocook River. allow snowmobiling and if there is a way to
get snowmobiles on and off the property then
the FCLSRT will work to support that use.
When land owners do not want to allow
snowmobiling on their property , FCLSRT will
leave gates upin the winter and post usage

signs gating what modes are allowed.
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Future Concord Projects

The FCLSRTs working on a significant project on the horizon for possible funding by the 2019 RTP
grant round. The proposed Fisherville to Carter Hill Road Segment  section is 2.5 miles longand
will bring a shared-use, year round recreational trail to West Concord connecting to the Fisherville
Road neighborhoods in West Concord. The FCLSRThas the private easements signedfor this
segment and has entered into a license agreementwith the City of Concord for use of City land
along the proposed trail . The next steps includesubstantial public outreach in the abutting
neighborhood s. These relationships are moving forward positively and the application for the RTP
grant is ready to be written. The success of this project will announce large scale credibility of
FCLSRT endeavors to thosé Concord who are unfamiliar with the organization. The envisioned
Fisherville to Carter Hill Road Segment is displayed in Figure 6.

Figure 6. Concord: Fisherville to Carter Hill Road Segment (Vision Map)
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Vision Map by CNHRPC withFCLSRThput, 2018
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The first, easternmost segment of the proposed Concord - Lake Sunapee Rail Trail follows the

Concord & Claremont railbed beginning at Pierce Mansein downtown Concord at Horseshoe Pond.

From Pierce Manse, the next parcel is owned byPanAm Railways and the final parcel on this segment

is owned by Smokestack Center.This 1.25 milePierce Manse to Smokestack Center Segment

travels north from Pierce Manse parallel to US 3 to the Smokestack Center, a private commercial

property. Discussions with all three of the landowners are underway.Thi s pot ent i al

envisioned rail trails map is provided in Figure 7.

Figure 7. Concord: Pierce Man se to Smokestack Center Segment (Vision Map)
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Vision Map by CNHRPOwith FCLSRThput, 2018
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PANAMRAILWAYS IN
CONCORD

In addition to owning several small parcels
along the Concord & Claremont line,
PanAmowns a 6.63 mile corridor leading
from downtown Concord to the terminus of
the Northern Rail Trail in Boscawen.This
’@#Z"wm‘ : railroad stretch has been abandoned,

R /BN presenting a rare opportunity for purchase.

Another local rail trails organization, the

Friends of the Merrimack River Greenway
Trail FMRGT) is pursuing options here for
this lower elevation rail bed. The MRGT

would like to make this connection from

Photo of Smokestack Center Railbed and Merrimack River (MRC
Planned Trail, acessed online June 201,

Horseshoe Pond to the existing Northern
Rail Trail in BoscawenThis potential
segment closely follows the Merrimack
River andwould bring the 50+ mile
Northern Rail Trail into downtown
Concord.

The Northern Rail Trail and Concord and
Claremont have distinct trail advantages for
users, with the CLSRT more appealing to
pedestrians in an urban environment and
the Northern more appealing to bicyclists

in a rural setting. Both groups are
supportive of each ot
should consider working together to build
both corridors. These two prospective trails
meet at the eastern terminus of the CLSRT
near Pierce Manse, creating a focal point

for two trail systems of regional scale.
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HOPKINTONCONTOOCOOK)

The Hopkinton Open Space Committee and Conservation Commission
owns 24 properties totaling over 1,300 acres and has secured easements

on other parcels. Trails have been constructed on over a dozen of these

S~ Municipal locations. In addition to the Town resources, trails are located
Concord-Lake Sunapee . .
Rail Trail on privately held conservation lands, State forests such as Mast Yard
State Forest and the federal recreation area, EIm Brook Park overseen by

Stevens Rail Trail the US Army Corps of Engineers. On the town trails, unless otherwise

noted, the hiking trails are available for non-motorized use including
walking, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, and mountain biking via online hiking maps and the
2010 Recreation Guidebook Many Class VI roads are available for horses andome OHRYV usage.
The Hopkinton Village Greenway surrounds a section of US4/202 at Briar Hill Road and contains the
Kimball Pond Recreation Area and boat launch. A collection of Town parcels and easements are

joined together by trails, trail heads and parking locations that comprise the Greenway.
From Concord, the Mast Yard State Forest Trails run through Hopkinton along the former railroad

bed, then veers southeast backtowards Concord (seeConcor dés Mast Figued). Trail s N

The existing former rail bed is open to bicyclists and pedestrians as displayed in Figure 8.
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Figure 8. Concord /Hopkinton: Mast Yard State Forest Trails (Trails Map)

‘|Mast Yard State Forest
City of Concord
Town of Hopkinton
WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN 2018

EXISTING TRAIL j. 4

4—\// Existing Trail

2,000 Feet

Existing Map by CNHRPC June 2018
In Contoocook Village, the Open Space Committee and Conservation Commissionand the local

Contoocook Snowmads Snowmobile Club manage the former railroad bed, now multi-purpose
Stevens Rail Trail , for about 1.25 miles Beginning at the Krzyzaniak Laneparking area, the trail ends
at the Warner town line. An alternate parking area is at Houston Fields behind the Library, following
gravel roads and paths to Spring Street, for a longer jaunt. The Stevens Rail Tralil is described on the
Hopkinton Open Space Committee and Conservation Commissionwebsite.

This trail is convenient to Contoocook Village residents and runs near other trails. Closer tothe
Warner town line end of the rail trail, the area is wet because of drainage issues and leads to the
shoulder of 1-89, currently requiring an out-and- back trip. In the winter, the trail is used and
maintained by local snowmobilers. The Town does not have an online map (seeFigure 9) available
of the Stevens Rail Trail, although it is well described.
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Extending from the Stevens Rail Trail, FCLSRBpproached private landowners and business owners
in Warner supporting a nearby snowmobile trail for permission to construct a shared-use rail trail to
Exit 7. During construction in 2018, the trail will be slightly moved to reduce the impact on the
wetlands, re-graded to be more rail-trail like, and resurfaced about for 2 miles of rail trail from Spring
Street to Warner Roadat NH 103. This new, wide compacted stone dust shared-use Exit 7 to Spring
Street Segment (in Figure 10) will lengthen the Stevens Rail Trail and will be available for year-

round use once completed.

Figure 10. Hopkinton /Contoocook: Exit 7 to Spring Street Segment with Stevens Rail Trail (Vision Map)

“|Stevens Rail Trail
Exit 7 to Spring Street
\|Town of Hopkinton
Town of Warner
WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN 2018

] ENVISIONED TRAIL

Map by CNHRPC June 2018

The former Concord & Claremont railroad ran along what is now known as the historic Hopkinton
Mast Yard State Forest through Hopkinton and Concord. Access to the trail is from the Broad Cove
Road trailhead in Concord. About four miles in length, the straight rail trail travels over the
Contoocook River on the NH Heroes RecreationalBridge, a pedestrian and snowmobile bridge. The
west side of the trail travels south in a loop. Seethe prior Figure 3 for the City of Concordd Blast
Yard State Forest Trails Map from their publicly available trails map collection .
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Future Hopkinton Projects

Hopkinton has many miles of former rail running through the community. In Contoocook Village, the
former corridor shadowed the Contoocook River into Concord. There are opportunities for linkages

to connect to the Mast Yard State Forest connecting Briar Hill Road with Contoocook Village and the

historic Contoocook Railroad Bridge and
Depot maintained by the Contoocook
Riverway Association The Depot is the
terminus of the Contoocook Valley railroad,
the location where both potential rail trails
examined in this Plan connect. Additional

projects will be examined in the Hopkinton

section of this other potential rail trail.

The FCSLRT is seekingeeasement on the
Town of Hopkinton -owned parcel in the Mast
Yard State Forest to enable surface
improvement from that parcel to Hero's
Bridge, a possible 2020 project. This surface
improvement will correct deteriorating

conditions and provide pedestrians, bicyclists

and snowmobilers with safe access across tle

bridge.

Hopkinton Skate Park on Park Avenuein Contoocook,
Phntn hv CNHRPC 2010
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WARNER

Many Warner Conservation Commissionreports and inventories have
been completed, some of which include trails. There is no shortage of
trails in Warner for any type of trails user. The local snowmobile club is the
Kearsarge Trail Snailsvho oversees the winter use of certain trails for
Concord-Lake Sunapee snowmobiling. The State of NH maintains trails within Rollins Stae Park

Rail Trail
on the south slope of Mount Kearsarge. The Rollins State Park trails

. ., comprise a section of the 75-mile loop trail of the Sunapee-Ragged
Warner Rail Trail . . .
Kearsarge Greenwaywhich connects the Sunapee, Winslow, Rollins and

Wadleigh State Parks.

Through the efforts of the Warner Parks and Recreation Departmentand the FCLSR;Tthe first 0.5
mile section of the Warner Rail Trail became operational in 2014. The trail was made possible ly
extensive community efforts and funding sources, including an Active Transportation Grant
administered through HEAL-NH, private donations, a donation from the Nancy Sibley Wilkins Trust,
support from Warner Parks and Recreation, and hundreds of hours of volunteer work. The former rail
line required significant brush clearing, grade restoration, compacted stone dust, and gates. A
ceremony was held celebrating the official opening of the Warner Rail Trailin September 2014, which

is a popular shared-use trail with residents and visitors.
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Photos of Warner Rail Trail and Terminus, accessed on Warner Rail Trail Website June 2018

Building upon this successful project, the same unified collaboration enabled the 0.3 mile compacted

stone dust rail bed trail extension in 2017 onto a newly re-decked bridge over the Warner River.

Together, the projects created the easy, flat,shared-use 0.8 mile Warner Rail Trail located on NH

103 between |-89 Exits7 & 8 alongside the Warner River. The trail is wide enough to accommodate

different trail users, travels over a solid re-decked bridge, and offers beautiful views of the Warner

River and wildlife habitat. The trail is a dead end olollipopd6 witdht

time. The Warner Rail Trail is displayed inFigure 11.
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Figure 11. Warner: Warner Rail Trail (Bagley Field Segment) (Trails Map)
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Severaltrail segments currently comprise the Warner Rail Trail or are envisioned as future trails.

Existing Map by CNHRPCJune 2018

They are sometimes referenced individually within this PLAN

Bagley Field Segment (existing)

Depot Street/West Joppa Segment  (existing)
Northern B agley Extension (envisioned)
Evans to Waterloo Road Segment (envisioned)

Exit 8 Project (envisioned)
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About 2 miles northwest of Bagley Field, a separate 0.3 mile section of rail trail was constructed in
2017 between Depot Street and West Joppa Road, ending near the Dalton Covered Bridge that
crosses the Warner River. The accessibility to théepot Street/West Joppa Segment is greater to
downtown Warner and the trail is nearly parallel to the River. The WarnerLibrary is in the process of
arranging the creation of a Story Trail with an Eagle Scout todisplay picture books for young readers

to enjoy while walking. This new segment is displayed inFigure 12.

Figure 12. Warner: Depot Street/West Joppa Segment (Trails Map)

: Town of Warner !
WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN 201 8

EXISTING TRAIL

3 N Completed Trail - Compacted Stone Dust ||
? ! =

s 3

- |

|
1 1 I
Ce ml Hampshire C
i N
| H|
R
. i P
C

Future Warner Projects

Existing Map by CNHRPC,June 2018

A shared goal of the Warner Parks and Recreation Department, Conservation Commission and the
FCSLRTisto connectthe Wa r n e r R a BagleyFieldSegnterst and the Depot Street/West
Joppa Segment in downtown Warner to one another. From Depot Street and Chemical Laneg it is
desirable to develop a rail trail north to 1-89 Exit 9. Fromthe Bagley Field Segment , a connection
along the old railbed could be pursued to Exit 7 in Davisville, to the Exit 7 to Spring Street
Segment extension of the Stevens Rail Trail in Hopkinton. The Exit 8 Project of the Warner Rail
Trail and the Evans to Waterloo Road Segment at Exit 9 are projects on the horizon.

PAGE31 Concord H H Hopkinton H H Warner H H Bradford H H Henniker H H Hillsborough



WEST CENARALIRAAITTRLLAN2018 DRAFT02-21-19

To connect the 1.75 mile stretch between the Bagley Field Segment with the Depot Street/West

Joppa Segment will be especially difficult because of a necessary 189 crossing. A acre riverfront

parcel is being sold to the Conservation Commission by the State of New Hampshire at t he Townads
request. This parcelcontains a portion of the proposed trail, has railroad grade in the boundary, but

then the railbed falls out of the parcel boundary into the | -89 limited access highway right of way.

The FCLSRT sought options witithe NH Department of Transportation (NHDOT) and US Department
of Transportation Federal Highway Administration (FWHA), inquiring whether an easement of 2,100
feet could be purchased or a lot line could be adjusted and the resulting triangle of land sold to
FCLSRT. The NHDOT has indicated willingness tmodify the right of way boundary by selling the
property and this is presently in process for review. By late summer 2018, it is anticipated the Warner
Conservation Commission will own the 9 acres and either the Town or FCLSRT would own the sliver
of land. That would enable the Northern Bagley Extension from Bagley Field Biidge to the Exit 8 I-
89 southbound ramp as displayed in Figure 13.

Figure 13. Warner: Northern Bagley Extension (Vision Map)

Bagley Bridge Extension
Town of Warner
5 WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN 2018

ENVISIONED TRAIL

‘ &_\_y Planned Trail

N Completed Trail - Compacted Stone Dust

/\_/ Exit 8 Area

S

Vision Map by CNHRPCJune 2018
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Exit 8

It will be necessary to cross the interstate to enable connection of the Bagley Field Segment
and a potential future Northern Bagley Extension to accessother rail trail segments in the
Warner Village area While the NHDOT prefers a transverse crossing ohighways as a general
rule, a site walk on a proposed route through the interstate was undertaken in 2013 with Warner
Trails Enthusiasts FWHA, NHDOT, Warner Conservation Commissiorand others to review

potential alternatives.

The walk wasconducted from the Bagley Field Segment to the referenced 9-acre parcel. The
route began by hiking underneath the -89 southbound bridge and into in the median between
the Warner Riverand northbound lanes. The group continued the site walk in the median until
reaching the northbound lanes bridge over the Warner River. At that point , the proposed trail
would be located under these interstate lanes and exit onto the railroad grade on a parcel where

FCLSRTas obtained an easement and space for parking.

For the Exit 8 Project to be successful,a 0.75 miletrail would need to be constructed in the I-89
median. This project may be eligible for TAP funding after the 2019 grant round and may require
two phases to complete. The potential impact to the Warner River and the NH Department of
Natural and Cultural Resources (NHDNCR) Natural Heritage oncerns would need to be
addressed. The project may be a good tie-in with the NHDES promotion programs for electric

vehicle charging stations. The Exit 8 Project area is depicted in Figure 14.
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Figure 14. Exit 8 Project (Vision Map )

Exit 8 Area
Town of Warner
WEST CENTRAL RAIL TRAILS PLAN 2018

ENVISIONED TRAIL

Vision Map by CNHRPCJune 2018
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Exit 9

An interesting opportunity is available where an existing bridge in northern N ew Hampshire
meant for destruction could be repurposed in Warner to provide bicycle and pedestrian access
over Stevens Brook at Exit 9. The bdge could be incorporated into a section of trail running

from Evans Expressmart west over Stevens Brook, after which it would turn south and run parallel
to 1-89 toward the Warner River. The CNHRPC could be of assistance on multiple levels, from
review for transportation safety, pre-engineering, cost estimates and helping the project move
through the state and municipal requirements. Engineering ideas were sketched in 2018 for the
Evans to Waterloo Road Segment. This project may be eligible for the September 2018 TAP
round and is displayed in Figure 15.

Figure 15. Warner: Evans to Waterloo Road Segment (Vision Map)
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Vision Map by FCLSREngineers 2018
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Another potential shared-use rail trail connection, the Chemical Lane to Exit 9 Segment , sought
TAP funding in 2014 but was not selected for funding. This proposed segment also included the
portion of the above project on the east side of | -89. This project starts at Evans Expressmart,
crosses Stevens Brookand runs south towards the Warner River.At the River, this project needs
another bridge to get across the River, staying on the east side of the Interstate. The trail
segment then runs south a short distance where it encounters the old rail grade. From this point,
the trail would run along the grade until it reaches either Wiley Lane, or with the benefit of
another easement, it could continue on the grade directly to Chemical Lane. FCLSRTurrently has
one easement in place andplans to use the short road segment on Chemical Lane and Depot
Street to connect to the existing Depot Street/West Joppa Segment . The Chemical Lane to

Exit 9 Segment trail project enables pedestrians and bicyclists to successfully navigate to Warner

Village without using NH 103. Displayed in Figure 16 is the proposed project.

Figure 16. Warner: Chemical Lane to Exit 9 Segment (Vision Map)

Vision Map from TAP Application Submitted by Town of Warner, May 2014
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