
 

 

CENTRAL NEW HAMPSHIRE REGIONAL PLAN 
2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

The Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission 

 

 



 
  

 

ii                                                                                                                   Central New Hampshire Regional Plan 2015                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The work that provided the basis for this publication was supported by funding under an award with the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The substance and findings of the work are 

dedicated to the public. The author and publisher are solely responsible for the accuracy of the 

statements and interpretations contained in this publication. Such interpretations do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Federal Government. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 

Central New Hampshire Regional Plan 2015                                                                                                                           iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
 

The Central New Hampshire Regional Plan is an advisory document that is intended to provide 

communities with important information, analysis and recommended strategic actions that can be used 

in the preparation of master plans and other local documents.  It also serves as a source of information 

on regional issues that can benefit from coordination of planning and development in the region. The 

Plan was prepared in accordance with RSA 36:47, the state statute that governs the development and 

adoption of regional plans by the nine regional planning commissions. 

There are many individuals and organization to acknowledge who provided valuable assistance in the 

preparation of this Plan. The Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission (CNHRPC) wishes to 

first thank all members of the Advisory Committee for their review and advice as the Plan was under 

development.  

Regional Plan Advisory Committee Members: 

 Harold Wright - Bradford, RPAC Chair, Board of Selectmen, CNHRPC Executive Committee 

 Robert Cole - Loudon, Planning Board, CNHRPC Full Commission 

 Alice Veenstra - Canterbury, CEDS Committee Chair 

 Tyson Miller - Canterbury, Board of Selectmen, CNHRPC Executive Committee 

 Elizabeth Bosiak - Epsom, Board of Selectmen, CNHRPC Full Commission 

 Robyn Payson - Hillsborough, Planning Director 

 Stephanie Verdile - Pembroke, TAC Member, Town Planner 

 Stephen Henniger - Concord, Former TAC Chair, Former Assistant City Planner 

 Terri Paige - RCC, Regional Transportation Coordinator 

 Kenneth Milender - Warner, Planning Board, CNHRPC Full Commission  

 Emilio Cancio-Bello - Sutton, Kearsarge Regional School Board, CNHRPC Full Commission, TAC  
Member 

 
CNHRPC also thanks the following advisors who reviewed individual chapters of the Regional Plan and 

provided the staff of CNHRPC with important comments and guidance. 

Laura Richardson - Executive Director, The Jordan Institute 

Jack Ruderman - Former Director of the Sustainable Energy Division, NH Public Utilities Commission 

Lorraine Merrill - Commissioner, NH Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food 

CNHRPC Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) 

 

  

 

 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

iv                                                                                                                  Central New Hampshire Regional Plan 2015                                                                                                                              

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Chapter 1: Regional Story 

 Introduction 

 The Story Today 

 The Future Story 

 Moving the Plan Forward 

Chapter 2: Vision 

 Overall Vision Statement 

 Guiding Principles 

 Chapter Vision Statements 

Chapter 3: Implementation 

 Overview: One Plan – Six Key Topics 

 Implementation/Action items 

Chapter 4: Housing 

 Introduction 

 Existing Conditions: Demographics & 

Housing Economics 

 Housing Needs Projection Model & 

Housing Projections 

 Fair Housing Equity Assessment & 

Barriers to Housing 

 Perspective on Housing: Local Master 

Plans 

 Public Input and Outreach 

 Implications for Local/Regional Planning: 

Challenges and Opportunities 

 Central NH Vision - Housing 

Chapter 5: Economic Development 

 Introduction 

 The Central/Southern NH 

Comprehensive Economic Development 

Strategy (CEDS) 

 Snapshot of the Economy 

 

 

 Economic Development Efforts In The 

Region’s Communities 

 Public Sentiment Regarding the Local 

Economy 

 Implications for Local/Regional Planning: 

Challenges and Opportunities 

 Central NH Vision – Economic 

Development 

Chapter 6: Transportation 

 Introduction 

 Existing Conditions 

 Understanding Transportation: Challenges 

and Opportunities  

 Public Opinion on Transportation in the 

Central NH Region 

 A Vision for the Central NH Region 

Transportation System 

Chapter 7: Natural Resources 

 Introduction 

 Existing Conditions: Water and Land 

 Connecting Rural Character with 

Agriculture 

 Recreation: Connecting People to the 

Land 

 Perspectives From Around the Region 

 Implications for Local and Regional 

Planning: Challenges and Opportunities 

 Central NH Vision – Natural Resources 

Chapter 8: Weather Hazards 

 Introduction 

 Advent of Local Hazard Mitigation Plans 

 Natural Disasters Within the Central NH 

Region 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Central New Hampshire Regional Plan 2015                                                                                                                           v 

 Regional Weather Patterns and Climate 

Trends Observations 

 Projected Changes in Climate Around the 

Region 

 Anticipated Extreme Weather and 

Climate Change Concerns in Central New 

Hampshire 

 Public Opinion About Changing Weather 

Events 

 Weather Hazard Implications for Local 

and Regional Planning 

 Central NH Vision – Preparing for Future 

Weather Hazards 

Chapter 9: Energy 

 Introduction 

 Existing Conditions/New Hampshire’s 

Energy Landscape 

 Renewable Energy Sources 

 Energy Efficiency Programs and 

Resources 

 State Energy Policy Initiatives 

 Other Initiatives 

 Energy Efficiency Work In and Around 

the Central NH Region 

 Energy Efficiency and Public Sentiment in 

the Central NH Region 

 Implications for Local/Regional Planning: 

Challenges and Opportunities 

 Central NH Vision - Energy 

Appendix A: Existing Conditions 

Appendix B: Housing Data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


